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" dualism or more than dualism " which he per-
ceived in the character of Mr. Gladstone, and which
was no less apparent in his own. It was full of
those contradictions which give to character half
its interest and all its charm. The apostle of no
compromise in opinion, he was, more often than
not, all for compromise in action ; an intellectual
in the best sense of the word, he distrusted idealists
and hated ideologues; a pacifist, he had no
words too profane for the ark of that covenant
which men call the League of Nations ; disliking
violence as only another form of cruelty, he had no
faith whatsoever in the schemes of men to make
war impossible ; a rationalist, it is true, he was none
the less at heart profoundly a mystic. Deeper than
all these contradictions was the fundamental con-
tradiction of two vocations. To the end of his
public days he was a man of letters in the custody
of a politician, and not infrequently he broke loose
from his gaoler. Great was the hue and cry in
Downing Street on those occasions, until the
political invalid, invisible and inaudible to his
colleagues, had been run to earth in the monastic
seclusion of his library by that most admirable of
political physicians, Mr. Alfred Spender, whose
charming bedside manner not even Lord Morley
could resist. But there were times when the
Cabinet Minister was as inaccessible as Lord
Chatham, and almost as irascible. Charles Villiers,
walking down Whitehall one day during
Palmerston's last Ministry, and observing a pillar
of cloud arising from the chimneys of No. 10,
Downing Street, was heard to observe, " I suppose